78" Annual Winterama
Festivities

The 78th annual Winterama
festivities and parade took
place over the Family Day

weekend. Students and
staff entered a Burkevale
Float for the theme of “Love
My Community.” A special
thanks to Ms. Cameron, Ms.
Currie, Ms. Rever and Ms.

Lethbridge for designing the
float. Thanks also to all of
the students and families
that were a part of the day.
The float looked amazing,

and we were so proud of
their first place finish once
again! A huge thank you to

Towne Towing in Midland
for generously donating the
driver, truck and trailer for
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A Message from the
. Students who are not protected
Simcoe Muskoka by these vaccines may be

District Health Unit excluded from school should we
see cases of measles in our
community. If your child needs
their vaccinations updated,
please reach out to your health
care provider or if you do not
have a health care provider,
you can book an appointment
at a health unit immunization
clinic through our website.

Check Your Child’s Vaccines
For many families, March Break
is a time to connect with family
and friends. Whether you are
staying home, planning a family
outing or leaving the country,
the Simcoe Muskoka District
Health Unit encourages all
families to know their children’s

immunization status. . . .
For more information, visit the

immunization webpage at

With ongoing increased measles .
going www.simcoemuskokahealth.org

activity in many places where
families may be visiting over the
March Break, we are

encouraging families to review March Break Fun

their child’s immunization

to date for their age for measles in/near Penetanguishene:

and other immunizations. e Penetanguishene Centennial

Children in Ontario should have Museum & Archives (March

received two doses of a measles 16-20): Daily themed, hands-

vaccine by five years of age. on activities, including Under

the Seq, St. Patrick’s Day,
Backyard Fun, Robots, and
Spring Flowers.
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https://www.facebook.com/pencenmuseum/posts/march-break-will-be-here-before-we-know-it-and-the-penetanguishene-museum-has-an/1400096312128400/
https://www.facebook.com/pencenmuseum/posts/march-break-will-be-here-before-we-know-it-and-the-penetanguishene-museum-has-an/1400096312128400/
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/
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Upcoming Events
Activities Continued Free Parent Webinars!

e Specialty Workshops: Tiny We are excited to share a valuable ,
Fun Parties is hosting an opportunity to support your child’s ( -
"Under the Sea" Slime well-being. School Mental Health
Workshop on March 17 and Ontario is offering a free webinar
a Hat Decorating Workshop series as part of the By Your Side
on March 19. Learning Hub, designed to help

e Broadway Boot Camp parents and caregivers navigate
(Memorial Community important topics to support their
Centre) (March 16-20): A 5- children’s mental health.
day theatre intensive for
ages 8-16 focusing on This expert-led series will provide
singing, acting, and insights and practical strategies on:
dancing.

e Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre . balanced device use
(March 16-20): Offers a . vaping
March Break Day Camp o body image
focusing on nature and anxiety
outdoor exploration.

e Outdoor Adventure: Explore

the trails at Awenda
Provincial Park or visit the
local waterfront park.
e Check out the Town of
Penetanguishene website
for more information

Click Here to Register



https://smho-smso.ca/parents-and-caregivers/
https://smho-smso.ca/parents-and-caregivers/
https://supportingchildwellbeingseries.eventbrite.ca/
https://www.draytonentertainmentyouthacademy.com/about-drayton-entertainment-youth-academy/2026-musical-theatre-camps-penetanguishene/
https://www.draytonentertainmentyouthacademy.com/about-drayton-entertainment-youth-academy/2026-musical-theatre-camps-penetanguishene/
https://www.draytonentertainmentyouthacademy.com/about-drayton-entertainment-youth-academy/2026-musical-theatre-camps-penetanguishene/
https://www.wyemarsh.com/march-break-day-camp
https://experience.simcoe.ca/places-to-go/heart-of-georgian-bay/penetanguishene/
https://experience.simcoe.ca/places-to-go/heart-of-georgian-bay/penetanguishene/
https://supportingchildwellbeingseries.eventbrite.ca/
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It takes a village to raise a child, and
that village includes schools!
Building trusting relationships and
ongoing communication between
parents/caregivers and schools

Stress is a part of everyone's

life but did you know that it helps with learning, as well as

affects us at a cellular level? student mental health. Education
While we can’t get rid of all our systems are complex; and at times

stress we can practice some navigating them can be challenging.
simple ways to have a healthier This resource_(click here) was

relationship with stress, developed to assist parents in '
according to the article from supporting, navigating, and )
the Greater Good Science advocating for their child’s mental

Centre, found here: health at school.

/ Ways to Create a

Healthigr Relationship WW%

with Stress

Pathways for Children and Youth Mental
Health in North Simcoe (click here)

In this guide you will find a comprehensive
list of mental health resources for children
and youth in North Simcoe. There are four
different scenarios covered in this guide,
listing feelings and the corresponding
resources that can help. The hope is that
this guide supports young people and
families in finding the right care at the right
time.
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https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/seven_ways_to_have_a_healthier_relationship_with_stress
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/seven_ways_to_have_a_healthier_relationship_with_stress
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/seven_ways_to_have_a_healthier_relationship_with_stress
https://smho-smso.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Understanding-school-mental-health-supports-to-help-your-child.pdf
https://www.waypointcentre.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/COHTSP_YOUTH_PATHWAYS_Updated0512.pdf
https://www.waypointcentre.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/COHTSP_YOUTH_PATHWAYS_Updated0512.pdf
https://www.waypointcentre.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/COHTSP_YOUTH_PATHWAYS_Updated0512.pdf
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e Olympic Fun
e Wellness Club
Snowshoeing
Kindergarten Art
Follow the link

During the month of
FEBRUARY students at
Burkevale participated in

e Valentine’s Dance
e Boys’ Basketball

e Girls’ Volleyball

e Forest School

e Skiing

e Skating

e Push Up Challenge
e Knitting Club

e Kindness Reps

e Winterama

e Skills Ontario began
e Science Fair

e Grade 8 Transitions

% ACTIVITIES
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WHAT'S NEW AT SCHOOL?

March 2026

e |ce Hockey
(fingers crossed)
e March Break Fun
e Prep for Music Festival
e More Prep for Skills
Ontario

to check out

March’s Calendar

For the month of March, our
school community will focus on
the grandfather teaching of
humility “Ddaadendiziwin” and
this trait is represented by the
wolf. How do we show humility?
We can celebrate everyone’s
accomplishments equally, ask
for constructive feedback, and
listen to others openly. Live life
selflessly and not selfishly. For
the wolf, life is lived for his pack
and the ultimate shame is to be
an outcast. Let yourself be
humbled by the world.
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAHAdVMGxFI/rjorrrYB-2VQC1EfwdB6Og/view?utm_content=DAHAdVMGxFI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=ha47b7c74ea
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KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

\(\3 March 2026 .ﬁ/)
i

. Burkevale families who are planning on having a child
begin JK at Burkevale in September (must be 4 years of
age before December 31, 2026) are asked to go to the
board website for all registration information
(www.pssbp.ca). Registration for new families has
started. Registration for all kindergarten students
outside of Penetanguishene to enroll at Burkevale
remains closed for the time being. The only exceptions

are for families who currently have siblings enrolled in
(\ the school, or for staff who wish to bring their child to

Burkevale. Under board policy, this will be reviewed
yearly. Our Kindergarten @ Burkevale evening has been
scheduled for May 14th, 2026. All new kindergarten
students and parents/guardians are invited to attend.
Official invitations will be coming home at a later date.

Pick Up/Drop Off Accessibility Parking
With the winter weather and high snow banks, The staff parking lot has one accessible
we are sharing reminders about vehicles in and parking spot allocated for anyone who has
around the school during pick up and drop off accessibility needs. Recently, there have
times. Please be sure to park on the north side been individuals parking in this spot who
of Burke Street only, avoid parking in the bus do not have the signage or needs to park
loading zone on Peel Street and in the staff here. Despite difficulty in finding space to
parking lot. Also, if parking on the road, adhere park, we respectfully ask that ONLY those
to all parking by-laws. With the high snow individuals park here who have ’)/
banks, please proceed with caution, as students accessibility needs.
are difficult to see until the last minute. As
always, student safety is our number one

priority.
e o




