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Daycare Accident in Richmond Hill
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705-549-7456 
(SAFE ARRIVAL)

Instagram:
@burkevale_school

Keeping our Students
Safe - New Measures
The recent tragedy that took place
at a Richmond Hill daycare facility
has prompted action by the
government.  A letter was sent to
directors recently stating that the
government was proposing
changes to better safeguard
children and staff in child
care centres and schools across
the province.  As a result of the
recommendations being issued, 

Burkevale has designed 4 signs that
will be affixed to the west side of fence
near the KB classroom and ramp.  The
signs read “No New Parking 8:35-6:00
PM.  We have asked  that Burkevale
staff, the YMCA staff and all families
adhere to the notification on the signs
during school days when children
may potentially be in the kindergarten
classroom or yard. Thanks in advance
for your support. 

Remembrance Day
“The 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month attained a special
significance in the post-war years. The
moment when hostilities ceased on the
Western Front became universally
associated with the remembrance of
those who had died in the war. This first
modern world conflict had brought about
the mobilization of over 70 million
people and left between nine million and
13 million dead, perhaps as many as one-
third of them with no known grave. The
allied nations chose this day and time for
the commemoration of their dead
soldiers.” Burkevale will honour our
veterans on Remembrance  Day at the
school with thoughtful activities and a
moment of silence following our recess.
https://nationaltoday.com/remembranc
e-day/ 

A Message from the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit
Good dental health is an important part of your child’s general
health. The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit’s Oral
Health Community Program offers FREE dental screenings in
daycares, schools and health unit offices for children and
youth aged 0 - 17 years. Dental screening can identify and inform
families that their child has a dental concern.
Health Unit staff can also help children/youth and their families
access FREE dental care through the Healthy Smiles
Ontario (HSO) or other publicly funded programs such as the
Canadian Dental Care Plan. For more information
regarding services, call 705-721-7520 or toll-free 1-877-721-7520
ext. 8804 or visit SMDHU - Dental

UPCOMING EVENTS
November 3 : School Council Meetingrd

November 7  KA Forest Schoolth. 

November 12  Skatingth

November 13  Grades 1-3 Cinderellath

November 14  KB Forest Schoolth

November 20 : Progress Reports Hometh

November 24-28 : Interviewsth

November 21  Oral Health Presentation st

November 21 : KA @ Penetang Libraryst

November 25  Boys’ Volleyball
Tournament @ St. T’s

th:

November 26 : Girls’ Basketball
Tournament at Le Caron

th

November 28 : PA DAY and Interviewsth

LINK TO CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER:

https://www.canva.com/design/DAG1NYLbevE/43BrNni7KCOUXOQjdKu5Xg/edit?utm_content=DAG1NYLbevE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


                     http://www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca

Boys’ Volleyball and Girls’
Basketball are Underway

The two teams are in the midst of their
seasons with the end of season
tournaments taking place in November.
Be sure to check out the calendar for
dates!

Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences
Connecting with Teachers
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At Burkevale, we
believe in the

potential of every
student!

 Progress reports will be coming
home on Thursday, November 20th,
2025. Three way conferences will
take place the week of November
24th to the 28th. Families may book
their interviews on School Day
starting November 21st for available
times and dates. Friday, November
28th is a PA Day for interviews in the
morning.

Club & Activity Corner

Truth is represented by the
turtle as he was here during
the creation of Earth and
carries the teachings of life on
his back. The turtle lives life in
a slow and meticulous
manner because he
understands the importance
of both the journey and the
destination.

 Treaty Education Week is recognized as the first full school
week of November. This is a recurring opportunity to
intentionally deepen our knowledge and understanding of
Treaties, Indigenous perspectives, our collective history,
and align with #62 & #63 of the Truth and Reconciliation
Call to Action.

Sports are Up & RunningGrandfather Teaching: Truth

The fall leaves were vibrant this year, but with
the arrival of November, I fear the winter
weather is just around the corner.  With the
snow comes a happy cheer by children for
potential SNOW DAYS. As has been past
practice, we will attempt to notify parents of bus
cancellations in the morning. or on our local
radio station Pure Country 106 and 104.1 Bounce.
We are considered the North Simcoe Zone.

SCHOOL BUS CANCELLATIONS
NORTH ZONE

     @ PURE COUNTRY 106 & 
         104.1 BOUNCE

Burkevale had its largest cross country
team ever with over 80 runners - what a
year!  12 runners advanced to the county
meet where they represented our school
with positivity and great character.
Congratulations to the entire team for their
effort, grit and sportsmanship.

Winter Weather

Upcoming Days of Significance:
Treaties Recognition Week (Nov 3rd - 9th):



As stated by former Métis Nation of Ontario
President, Tony Belcourt, ''November 16th
marks a significant occasion of  observance
for the Métis Nation. This date gives us an
opportunity to bring about an enlightened
focus on the significant role and
achievements of Louis Riel and the Métis
Nation in the building of Canada.''

Fire Drills and Lockdown 
All three fall fire drills have taken place with
students becoming more confident and
capable each time. We have also completed
our fall lockdown with the OPP. In the event
of an emergency where students are
required to evacuate our building, the
kindergarten to grade 4 students will be
going to the Penetanguishene Museum and
Archives and grades 4-8 will be going to the
Penetanguishene Public Library.  If there is
an emergency that lasts beyond the regular
school day, communication from the board
will be sent out regarding pick up locations
and procedures. 

Lost and Found at School
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National Inuit Day
November 7th:

A day to honour the
vibrant culture and
rich history of Inuit

communities in
Canada and around

the world.

 Our Lost and Found is growing by the
day, and we are sure families are
missing clothes at home.  We will be
putting tables out in the hallways
during the week of parent/teacher
interviews and again on the morning
of Friday, November 28  (PA Day) for
interviews in the morning.

th

National Indigenous Veterans’
Day November 8th:
Indigenous people in Canada have
reason to be proud of their wartime
contributions. More than 7,000 First
Nations members served in the First
and Second World Wars and the
Korean War, and an unknown number
of Inuit, Métis and other Indigenous
people also participated. One
Veterans group estimates that 12,000
Indigenous men and women served in
the three wars.

 STUDENT COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
The student council organized a number of optional
activities for the last week of October.  These
included: 

Louis Riel Day November 16th

  1. Pumpkin Decorating Contest 
 2. Fall Kahoot – 10:00 a.m.
 3. Outdoor Scavenger Hunt
 4. Candy Corn Guess
 5. Dress up in Costume or Wear Fall Colours

Thanks to all of their students for their creativity and
participation!



Free Webinar: Save the date!
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In partnership with Pine River Institute, we will be hosting
the following free webinar:

Online Relationships and 
Crucial Conversations

More kids and teens are forming connections online,
which can feel concerning for many parents. Join us

to learn practical strategies for talking with your
child about their online relationships, even when they

appear to be the digital experts.

Date: Thursday, November 20, 2025
 

Time: 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Click here to register!
 

   

Studies show that learning about mental health
and how to support your child can: 

improve your ability to notice signs of a
mental health problem (Davidson, 2019) 
make it easier to recognize the need for
professional help (Cormier et al, 2020) 
help you to offer effective support, which is
linked to improved well-being for your child
(Green et al, 2024) 

In addition, students have told us that they want
their parents/caregivers to learn more about
mental health – it was one of the key
recommendations from the HearNowON 2021
student voice report that “students want the
adults in their lives to be well informed about
mental health to better support them at school,
in their homes and communities”. (HearNowON
2021) 

It can be hard to know how you can best
support your child’s mental health, and just as
challenging to know how to help when you
notice concerns. 

The By Your Side parent/caregiver hub was
developed by Ontario mental health
professionals, school staff, and
parents/caregivers to support you in this. We
know that It’s not always easy to know what to
do, or where to go.  

The hub features practical tools including
videos, information sheets and webinars on

topics such as managing anxiety,
understanding mental health, navigating

digital technology and more!

To get the resources, visit: 
By Your Side Hub (click here)

BY YOUR SIDE: New Parent/Caregiver
Resource Hub! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_R_20NQ6ETTyOtZjBEKcUYQ
https://smho-smso.ca/online-resources/hearnowon-2021-student-voices-on-mental-health-final-report/
https://smho-smso.ca/online-resources/hearnowon-2021-student-voices-on-mental-health-final-report/
https://smho-smso.ca/parents-and-caregivers/
https://smho-smso.ca/parents-and-caregivers/
https://smho-smso.ca/parents-and-caregivers/

